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Our latest 3 days trip to Wiang Kaen district in Chiang Rai proved to be the most exhausting, traveling on rolling hills with 
dusty roads to the mountainous range bordering Laos but meaningful & yet rewarding to-date.  The traveling party consisted 
of Pansy, Urai, Winston, Aileen, Koh Kew Shek, Shin Loong, Goh Lian, Su Ming, Tong, Eng Hock, Deddy & Diana from 
Indonesia. 

  
Trip Summary 
Sunday 27 May was spent covering 8 schools & AIDS hospice, visiting locations where the Singaporean community has made 
donations to distribute used clothes, toys, stationeries, medicines and also to scout for meaningful next projects to 
undertake. 

           

Monday 28 May was a most moving experience for everyone. The whole school of Baan 
Pot Vitaya turned up en masse including community leaders, villagers to welcome our 
party as if we were royalties. There was a distinctive air of festivity in every corner. 
The Singaporean community & friends (Deddy) sponsored 2 dormitories, library & toilet 
facilities for the school.  

 
The activity ended with the climax of ice-cream 
party sponsored by Aileen & Koh together with a 
‘Buy 1 Get 1 Free’ deal from F&N. Of the 650 
children, most had never tasted the yummy ‘Cornetto’ before. (We had to beg the 
children to eat quickly before they melt☺☺). 

       
Next, we went to officiate the opening of a dormitory in Panghud School built with 
the generosity of Eng Hock followed by an ice-cream party for the children of 400.   

Our second last stop for the trip was to the Chanat Piyaahu Border Police School of 250 children to view the dormitory 
sponsored by AIS and ending with an ice-cream party.  Previously, the children had to sleep under the gaps (now a store) of 
the main school building which an adult would have to bend double getting inside.  Finally, we stopped over at Kun Quah 
School to listen to their requirements for computers before our 2-hour journey back to Chiang Rai city for dinner and 
return flight. 

 
Words cannot really describe 
the sense of joy I felt (and 
generally felt by the rest of 
the party) when only 6 
months ago, the grounds 
that we stood on were just 
vacant land. Today stood 
dormitories that gave the 

less fortunate children proper accommodation, 
facilities to study and hopefully, a better future. Our satisfaction come from the fact 
that more than 100% of the funding (counting the effort☺☺☺) had reached the needy 
which is the main point of charity right?       

Interior of Dormitory & 
Study Area cum Library 28 Nov 2006 
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Overview of Projects Received for Considerations 

Pos Name of Location Headcount Needs @ Budget Urgenc
y 

 Sunday 27.05.07     
1 Wiang Kaen Hospital – Aid Centre 45 Blender + Drying Oven for mixing herbs ???  
2 Wiang Kaen Vitaya Krom  850 Basketball Court Baht 600k  
3 Ta Kam School 213 2 Dormitories (Girls & Boys) Baht 310k each  
4 Somthawin Border Police School 152 Kitchen Baht 100k  
5 Moo Baan Yusuk Nursery 45 Nursery Baht 300k  
6 Baan Huai Ku School 659 Teachers’ Quarter  Baht 350k  Y 
7 Baan Sonpinong School 210 15 Fans for Classrooms 

School Textbooks & Workbooks 
Baht 15k 
??? 

 

 Monday 28.05.07     
8 Baan Pot Vitaya 650 Teachers’ Quarter 

Tables & Chairs for Dormitories & Library 
School Textbooks & Workbooks 

Baht 350k  
Baht 50k 
??? 

Y 
Y 

9 Panghud School 400 Furnishings for New Dormitory Baht 100k  
10 Chanat Piyaahu Border Police School 250 Canteen Baht 100k  
11 Kun Quah School 650 Computers ??  

   
Continuing our mission: "Doing More for the Less Fortunate" 

 
After reviewing the various projects and the progress we have made, we are now moving onto 
the next stage of the charity drive i.e. Building proper quarters for the teachers. 

 
The teachers generally had to endure similarly bad 
living conditions as the children who lived in 
dormitories of old. Due to the remoteness of their 
schools and high cost of daily commute, most 
teachers had no choice but to stay within the school 
premises. Most often, the teachers’ quarters are no 
more than a wooden shed partitioned with plywood & 
zinc sheet into several small rooms about half the 
size of a HDB bedroom. There are no windows (due 
to cold & break-ins & rats infestation) and inside 

the shed, it comprises the cooking area and toilets. 

Female Teacher’s Room 

 
With such harsh conditions, it was no wonder that not many teachers stay in such schools 
more than 1 year. This caused impact on the continuity of the lessons & the children often 
had to adapt to new teachers frequently. 

Male Teacher’s Room 

 
Thanks to Koh, he had worked out a modular design for the teachers’ quarters that would include common toilet 
facilities, cooking area and 10 sleeping quarters that would cost Bht350K and formed the standard design for all teachers’ 
quarter in future. The concept for fundraising would be to receive pledges of Bht35K each lot.  Every 10 lots received, we 
would begin construction. 
 
There are 2 large schools (up in the mountains) in dire need of teacher quarters: Baan Huai Ku School and Baan Pot Vitaya 
School.  We appeal to your generosity in supporting these unsung heroes who work under constant adverse conditions to 
bring care, education to the minorities - children of the hill tribes. 


