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Dear Members & Friends  

Day 1: 18.03.06 (Saturday) 
2 members of our EXCO (Winston & Aileen) left for the airport immediately after the SCOT AGM at Café Classique 
to join the rest of the mission travelling to Chiang Rai: Jennifer, Patrapon (from Famous Amos), K.Ling & Pansy, the 
organizer of this mission. 
 
Except for Pansy, none of us have any idea of what to expect over the next few days. We were met by our host, K.Urai 
& her son and proceed to Makro to load up the van with more goodies especially for the kids whom we were going to 
meet.  We than proceed to a sumptuous dinner next to River Kok, the perfect way for us to absorb in the tranquility of 
this province. 
 

Buffalo Hill Guesthouse  

 

 

Dinner at Rimkok Resort by the River Kok 

 

The travelers for this trip 18th - 20th  March 2006 

Aileen, Pansy, Urai, Ling, Jennifer, Patrapon & Winston 

 

The route that we took, 130 kms one way to Wiang Kaen, 
overnight in Chiang Khong before heading back to Chiang 

Rai on Day 3.  Travelling over 300 kms. 

 
Our host then arranged for us to stay at her cozy, homely & inexpensive Buffalo Hill Guesthouse, costing only B500 
with ABF and with all standard amenities like air-con, hot water shower and TV. 
 
Before bedtime, we were briefed by K.Urai about the itinerary for the next 2 days and were soon busy repacking all 
the Famous Amos cookies, new clothes, slippers (B19k) sponsored by Jennifer & Patrapon (Famous Amos) so that 
they could be distributed to more children.  

We would soon experience the thoroughness of K.Urai’s meticulous arrangements for the trip and are indeed grateful 
to her for enabling us to oversee this project to its maturity. 

Day 2 : 19.03.06 (Sunday) 

Been There, Done That & Survived our 3 days Trip up North 



We assembled at 7.00 am for the traditional ‘teo-chew’ porridge and left at 7.30 am.  After 2 hours in a ‘rot-too’ & 
toilet breaks, we finally reached base camp to change vehicle before the ascent to the hilltops.  An Army truck 
(slightly smaller than a 3-tonner) brought us up the steep, winding & narrow mountain terrain, at times with 40-degree 
slopes of rolling hills at low gear, dusty drive to Baan Huay Cook & Baan Huay Por. 

Recap: SCOT has sponsored the construction of a school canteen that could also double as community hall costing 
B100,000 for Baan Huay Cook, a Hmong village settlement.   We are now on the lookout for other areas in which 
SCOT can also contribute to the well-being of these villagers. 

 

Group photo before the bone-shaking 
journey up in the Army 4-Wheelers. 

 

Dusty, unpaved road on rolling hills to the 
hill tribe settlements, 1300 above sea level. 

 

  

Feb 2006 : Before the canteen 
construction 

 

 

 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony by Winston 
and Aileen 

 
 

 

At last, our Canteen of Ban Huay 
Cook 

 

 
Happy children with their  Famous 

Amos cookies & Milos 

 

The new canteen for the 85 
children 

 

Posing for the Group photo ☺ ☺ 
 
After all the ceremonies, we were treated to a local lunch of black sticky rice and home-cooked dishes.  Simple but 
effective in filling our stomachs. Over lunch, we learnt of other problems that the village had such as shortage of 
notebooks for the school children, dwindling farm yields due to run-offs from hillside farming etc.  
 
An interesting observation I had was that most children did not immediately drink the Milo or eat the candies.  Rather, 
as I found out later, these goodies were treated with utmost care and kept probably for as long as possible so that they 
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can enjoy them for a longer period. A big difference in behavior compared to urban children blessed with so much.  
 
By the time we left at noon, the scorching sun was beating on our backs and we had to hit the ‘tracks’ for another 
ribbon cutting ceremony of STCC who also built a canteen at Baan Huay Por, a Yao village settlement. 
 

 

Another roller coaster drive to 
Ban Huay Por in a nearby hill 

‘Say cheese’ 

 

K. Patrapon distributing his 
Famous Amos Cookies to the 

children 
 
Next stop, Wiang Kaen Seconday School. Pansy donated library books and was busy ‘killing many birds with 1 stone’ 
in looking for needy projects for other organizations such as STCC, Amcham, Four Seasons, and Soroptimist. 
 
Last stop of the day was Baan Thung Na Noi, a Hmong village. There were 200+ children in this village and we were 
briefly ‘lost’ by the turnout and had to quickly decide how to distribute the donated items to the children as they were  
not sorted in sizes or types.  Nevertheless, we managed to distribute the items to all and were treated to ethnic dance 
performances by the children. We left tired but happy as we had managed to achieve what we had come to do ☺ ☺ ☺. 

  
 

Jennifer presenting Famous Amos cookies 
to Principal of Ban Thung Na Noi 

 

Tribal dances 

 

 

 

Happy children after the 
distribution of the items, walking 

downhill to their homes 

 

Another canteen that needs help. 

 

Hill-tribe farmers burning the field for 
cultivation 

Day 3 : 20.03.06 (Monday) 
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Songpinong with over 200 school children and distributed the rest of the donated items before heading to the airport.   

 

Morning in Chiang Khong 

 

Ban Songpinong school from afar 

 

 

 

Children waiting eagerly for the goodies 
and we took this picture for our album 

 

Children & parents looking on at Ban 
Songpinong while we did our distribution 
of stationeries and old clothes etc. to over 

200 children 

 

One of the last stops at a school to view 
their library needs.  Coincidently, they 

were having a celebration where children 
were dressed in their tribal-best.  

 
In summary, we had visited 4 hill tribe village (the minorities) schools & 3 downtown schools and they are the ones 
who needed most help and support.  We believe that this mission is the first of many to follow as we learn more of 
their hardships and try to create a conducive environment where they are able to improve their livelihoods in the 
longer term. 
 
From this trip, we feel that there are much more that we could do (in our small ways) to help these people who live 
below the poverty line and are often marginalized by society.  A few ideas have been generated are : 

 School canteen construction 
 School dormitory construction 
 School textbooks/ notebooks and stationary 
 Long term coffee/ tea farming 

The EXCO will be discussing on what other assistance we could mobilize within the club to help and we are definitely 
open to suggestions and enquiries.  The next trip is targeted to be in November when the cool season comes, so for 
those interested, please book this activity into your plans. 
Minimum donation not less than Baht 1,000 appreciated, the more the merrier as it will help us (SCOT) achieve the 
targeted $$$$$ amount sooner.  If u could get corporate sponsorship to help raise fund, it would be great. ☺ ☺ ☺ 
 
For the $$$ donation, please remit to SCOT's account as follow : 
Account Name:  Singapore Club of Thailand 
Bank:  Kasikorn Bank - Kingphet Branch (formerly Thai Farmers Bank)  
Account No:  Saving Account  023 - 2 - 46152 - 7 

Please fax (02-727 0238) me the bank-in-slip (indicating your name & for Chiang Rai Project). 
What we have achieved to date : Cash donation of 73k for the canteen construction from well-wishers  

B10,000 - B20,000 
Steven Yeong (Nissan Diesel)  
Alan Lim (Foamex Asia) 
Aileen Ang 
Anthony Low 

B2,000 - B9,000 
Alexandra Muehr 
Aloysius Loy       Jim Ho            
Philip Yeo            Winston Wong    
Julie Sutanto 

B500 - B1,000 
Celine Kong       Marina Chin 
Pansy Lim          Spring 
Victor Ng           Raymond Chow 
Ronald Pereira  
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